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BACK-TO-SCHOOL:

Dear Gateway Families and Friends,

Less than one month into school, and we
are already excited about what promises
to be another great year. Next month,
we will culminate our 10th anniversary
celebration with a huge community-

| wide party and auction — a real tribute to
each and every one of you who has
believed in us, encouraged us, and
helped us along the way. Later in the
year, we will go through the process of
renewing our charter with San Francisco
Unified School District, paving the way for our next five years. With
these two important events as bookends, we know that this will be a
year to remember.

In this issue of The Gate, we are sharing highlights from last spring as

CELEBRATING TEN

YEARS OF SUCCESS:
HIGHLIGHTING GATEWAYOS
TRADITION TO ITS MISSION

Spring marks an exciting time at Gateway. As the High School journey
comes to an end for seniors, eighth grade families anxiously await their
High School assignments. Gateway celebrates its departing seniors and
welcomes its newest students with a tradition that was founded 10 years
ago. In 1998, a group of parents founded Gateway High School with the
mission and values that Gateway exemplifies, the Mission Awards: Respect
for Differences, Service to Community, Personal Integrity, Shared
Responsibility for Learning, and Mission. For the past seven years, all
students in each graduating class are nominated for these five awards, but
only five students are honored with the recognition. Our most recent
recipients, from the Class of 2008, were presented with their awards at
graduation in June and recognized again among their peers at the Back-to-
School Orientation in August. Teachers shared at length why these five
deserved their distinguished awards.

The Respect for Differences Award was presented to Brianda Castro (first
photo from left to right above). Brianda’s Humanities teacher Suzanne
Herko spoke of her respect for every individual and her belief in the power
of education to unite people. She shared her love of knowledge with all,
willingly spending time before school, during lunch or after school to tutor
classmates who did not understand the material. Through her actions,
Brianda has helped Gateway build a diverse community that both respects
differences and celebrates what we have in common.

The Service to Community Award was presented to Paulo Mercado (second
from left). Tim Woolgar, Physics teacher, taught Paulo during his freshman
and senior year and spoke of his service to the Gateway Community. Paulo
put great effort in building pride in Gateway. He actively participated in
fundraising, volunteering and organized school-wide social events. Paulo’s
dedication to Gateway has inspired his peers to further promote school
spirit.

The Personal Integrity Award was presented to Robin Aubrey (third from
left). “Robin demonstrated his integrity in so many ways,” said Drama
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PRINCIPAL OLKENOS WELCOME MESSAGE

well as looking forward to some of the exciting events coming up this
school year. You — Gateway’s families, alumni, Trustees, funders and
friends — are so vitally important to us. I hope that by reading The
Gate you feel connected, informed and appreciated.

As you’re reading, take a close look at the 2008 Gateway Mission
Awards. Each year, these awards are given to the students in the
graduating class who best exemplify the core values of our school:
integrity, shared responsibility for learning, service to community, and
respect for differences. We are incredibly proud of the students who
won these awards and of all their classmates. To me, the Gateway
Mission Awards are a reminder why the work we do at Gateway is so
vitally important. These awards capture not only the values we hope
our graduates will exhibit, but also our hopes for broader society. I am
thankful and proud that as we head into November’s election,
Gateway’s recent graduates will be among those casting their ballots.

Teacher Tim Petrocci. “He was a leader without being asked to step-up.
On his own he made a presentation to the faculty when a school policy was
changed. He did not simply come to complain about the change, he
researched the pros and cons and provided a great deal of insight to the
issue. He did this as a rising sophomore. In a conversation, Robin once
commented that cheating didn't help him because he would still have to
know that material at a latter time. He has always stood by his beliefs and
set a high standard for himself.”

Here’s to a great new school year.

The Shared Responsibility for Learning was presented to Chawntel Peaches
Stitts (fourth from left). Janette Wong, Math teacher, shared Peaches'
commitment to conquering her fear of Math through self-advocacy, as well
as hard work and perseverance. Capitalizing on the support and resources
available at Gateway, Peaches developed an understanding and appreciation
for Math. Although she continues to struggle in Math, her new found
confidence provides her with the tools to succeed in all classes.

Gateway High School’s highest award, the Mission Award was presented to
Alexia Diaz-Rocha (fifth from left) who, in the opinion of the faculty, best
exemplifies all the ideals and expectations of the School’s Mission:
academic achievement; service to community; respect for differences;
personal integrity and shared responsibility for learning. In her senior year,
Alexia was voted Student Body President. She advocated on behalf of her
peers, was a role model for underclassmen and served as a liaison between
staff, students and the San Francisco community.

All of the 2008 Awardees carry Gateway’s tradition into the future and
leave behind a legacy for students to follow. Although school has just
begun, our newest 125 students, Class of 2012, (which were selected from
an applicant pool of over 500 students) are well on their way of continuing
Gateway’s mission and values. The Class of 2012 consists of students from
50 different Middle Schools in San Francisco and beyond. Ten years of
tradition and commitment to excellence has produced over 700 graduates
and Gateway looks forward to many more decades of success.
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GATEWAY HIGH SCHOOL
wites yow to-
10/10
Auctiow & Party

Friday, October 10th, 2008
6:00 p.m - 9:00 p.m

Yerbo Buena Center for the Arty
701 Missiov Street, San Francisco-

one day at a time

GATEWAYOS 2008 KOSHLAND YO

We are proud to announce Drakzin Wangmo, junior, one of six young awardees off

SUMMER GATOR AID: GIVING BACK TO
OUR COMMUNITY, SAN FRANCISCO AND BEYOND

This past summer Gateway High School was well
represented in diverse programs and places.
Students traveled to far away places working in a
variety of programs.

Caitlin Crow (top photo) traveled to Africa with
an organization called Building With Books. She
spent all of last year working with a few other
Gateway students preparing for the trip by fund
raising and participating in several community
service projects sponsored by Building With
Books.

Caitlin’s dedication to local volunteer projects
allowed her the opportunity to become a
participant in the international expedition to
Kongolikoro, Mali Africa during June and July
with Building With Books. The most unique thing
for Caitlin about the trip was her total immersion
into an entirely different culture half way around
the world. The goal of the group was to build a
school for the rural village they lived in during
their time there.

Meeting the families and people who live
completely different lives from her was probably
the biggest highlight of the trip. Although getting
up at sunrise every day was pretty high on the list
of outstanding things experienced on this trek.
Living this type of life for even a short period of
time punctuated the value of hard work and the
specialness of life in general.

Marcus He (middle photo) spent his summer as a
CORO Fellow in downtown San Francisco at 601
Montgomery, right in the heart of the Financial
District, with all the suits, meaning that everyone
wears suits to work there, men and women.
Marcus worked to make his community better in
this program as it teaches you ways to have an
impact on issues that need to be addressed in our
community.

Marcus and other CORO students worked
together to make an action plan that would impact
two issues in the local community. The first plan
was to begin to eliminate stereotypes of the
Mission neighborhood. The second plan was to
organize, and hold an informational fair about
energy consumption/conservation. The fair was
held on August 14,

Savannah Hudson (bottom photo) traveled to
Cana Segura, Domincan Republic with Amigos de
las Americus for eight weeks this past summer.
Amigos is an organization that sends Spanish

Koshland Young Leader Awards.

The Koshland Young Leader Awards, a scholarship established by Dr. Daniel Kos
provides $5,000 each to at least four outstanding San Francisco public high schoo

low-income families.

A two-year fund of $5,000 is awarded to each winner, which they may use for edug
purchases. Examples of acceptable uses of the scholarship include: academic tes
computers, books, and supplies for classes.
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NG LEADERS AWARDEE

speaking volunteers to Latin America, and while
there they are trained to help in numerous ways in
the small towns and villages. Savannah lived with
a host family with two other Amigos students
where her days were spent with children at school
and raising money to build a baseball field and
equipment for the children to play the game.

The highlights of her time spent in this far away
country are several. Certainly the excitement of
arriving in the small town that first day, and the
excitement of everyone present at the first
baseball game. Students also spent time at the
river constructing a tippy dipper, a utensil to help
one bathe, buying all the materials for the projects
completed during the eight weeks there and
getting to know all the members of the adopted
community in Cana Segura.
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